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Welcome to Pre-Kindergarten!

Pre-Kindergarten is a very important year in children’s education at the International School of Milan. For most of the children it will be the first time they have attended school in any form, and, for many, the first time they spend time apart from their parent.
In Pre-Kindergarten much learning takes place through play and the programme followed is appropriate to the age of the children in terms of their development.
Children will attend for half days for a while first, initially with an adult on-site and then on their own, then staying for lunch and then, when ready, for whole days.

There is an opportunity for all Pre-Kindergarten children to sleep in the middle of the day and plenty of opportunity for them to explore their environment both inside and out of doors.

Our Aims in the Early Years Section are to:
· Provide each child with a warm and safe environment for learning

· Allow children to settle into the routines of school life calmly and confidently

· Stimulate each individual child with a broad set of experiences beyond those they are already familiar with

·  Promote independent learning and active involvement in the learning process

· Develop basic skills and knowledge in line with overall targets for children at the International School of Milan

· Enable children to form good relationships with peers and adults
· Encourage an acceptance of all cultures 
In broad terms the Early Years Curriculum at the International School of Milan consists of the following:

· Language, communication and literacy

· Mathematical development

· Creative development

· Information and communication technology 

· Personal, social and emotional development

· Physical development

· Social studies

· Science 

The Written Curriculum 

In preparation for the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme which runs through the International School of Milan from the age of 3 to 18 years, the children in Pre-Kindergarten are gradually encouraged towards an inquiry-based curriculum. This is age appropriate for the class and is by way of an introduction to the Programme used throughout the rest of the school.

During the year the children will be learning about several different countries from around the world, with a particular reference to the different colours, smells, tastes, clothes and cultures. The exploration will follow many different strands and will be visited at various points during the year.

In Pre-K the curriculum is broken down into six areas:
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development

· Physical Development

· Creative and Aesthetic Development

· Language Development

· Early Mathematical Experiences

· Early Experiences of Science and Technology

Children are encouraged to develop their dispositions to learn, their confidence and self-esteem, their ability to think for themselves and to show initiative.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
This comes about mainly through play. Play contributes to the development of the whole child, cognitively, physically and emotionally.
Symbolic play
This provides the children with opportunities to explore and extend their world, learning and interacting with adults and children.

Socio-dramatic play

This involves interaction and communication with others as they act out stories, developing socially acceptable behaviour in different circumstances and to approach new situations with confidence.
Role play

Children take on specific roles and explore and play with their ideas about the role and the context they are creating. They learn to co-operate in group situations and in decision-making.
Fantasy play
Children create their own stories and challenge accepted norms and expectations. This involves make-believe, where objects and people take on new, innovative functions and roles. This helps them express feelings and emotions and develop socially acceptable behaviour in different circumstances.

Constructive play
This provides opportunities to discover more about the properties of materials and involves exploratory play with all kinds of materials learning to empathise and to appreciate works of art.
Physical play
Here children can develop their physical abilities and refine their motor control helping them to be more confident in taking on new movement challenges.
Physical development
Movement, and learning to move helps children to think and socialise, and supports their physical development. Physical development is about the change in size of the body, how various parts of the body work together and about strengthening the body and all its parts. It is about developing more control, co-ordination and balance and is about the refinement of gross and fine motor skills. The children learn to move to music, work on small and large apparatus and learn simple ball skills.

Creative and Aesthetic Development
This means offering opportunities to develop and express their fine and gross motor skills, together with their artistic, musical and kinaesthetic abilities, encouraging different modes of expression, verbal, non-verbal and most importantly offering opportunities to make informed choices. Creative development includes:
· Music, percussion instruments, 
· Dance, role play, imaginative drama

· Appreciation of sounds

· Developing ideas from sensations

· Sense-based experiences

· Opportunities to work with other imaginative play equipment (large blocks etc)

· Access to creative arts material (play dough, clay, pasta, polenta, shaving cream, types of paint, sequins, peas, beans, lentils) including modelling of different kinds, cutting and sticking, paint, drawing

· Light table that helps the children gain knowledge and allows experimentation to diverse, deeper possibilities of investigation
Language Development
Children’s learning and communication skills are fostered as they talk with adults and as they play with their peers. By using carefully chosen comments and open questions, adults can assist children in their thinking and help to build their confidence in the use of language

· Children have access to a wide variety of play activities and are encouraged to talk about their experiences, ideas, feelings, and achievements to one another and to adults

· Adults are available to talk with and listen to the children in a relaxed environment.

Early Mathematical Experiences

This is the foundation for mathematics. Children are encouraged to be active mathematicians, expressing mathematical ideas, making mathematical discoveries and solving practical problems. They are provided with a range of stimulating and interesting experiences.
· Thinking skills such as prediction, estimation, reasoning and pondering, all vital in the development of mathematical thinking

· Mathematical learning in sorting animals, boxes, cylinders and other manipulatives by colour, size and other mathematical criteria

· Development of mathematical thinking in action through music, counting, number songs and rhymes

· Awareness of pattern in songs, nature and the world that surrounds us

· Understanding of sequencing through stories, songs and patterns in the school day

Early Experiences of Science and Technology
Children are encouraged to explore materials and find out how they can change. We provide opportunities for children to explore and experiment, also allowing them to practice new skills developing an awareness and understanding of early science concepts. Children need opportunities to gather information and satisfy their curiosity, explore, discover and solve problems. This is encouraged by hands-on IT in daily experience and eventually the use of the computer. 

PAGE  
2
1

